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I started a libel action against Mr Lesley Kemp who runs a transcription business from her 
home in Milton Keynes over certain tweets she made on her Twitter in October 2012 to her 
ʻfollowersʼ who then numbered over 8,500.  The decision to take legal action was not taken 
lightly  but was done only as a last resort when Mrs Kemp refused to concede that what 
she has written was not only untrue but that it was also damaging and defamatory.   Twitter 
was added later to my claim when it too refused to delete the tweets I was suing on.  My 
sole purpose in taking legal was to vindicate my reputation.

However, today, it is with much regret that I have taken the decision to discontinue my 
claim.  I want everyone to understand that I am not doing this because of any belief that 
my claim was unworthy or without merit.  I still believe that my claim was right and just.  

My decision to discontinue is based primarily on a personal ground which I choose not to 
make public.  My second reason, which I can make public, is that Mrs Kempʼs legal team 
have made an application to court that I pay advance monies into court of over £134,000.  
Twitter have also made an application to court challenging the Royal Courts jurisdiction to 
hear my claim against them.  Both these applications by Mrs Kempʼs and Twitterʼs legal 
teams will cost me a huge amount of money, which could easily be well over £150,000. I 
am not prepared to risk losing this kind of money even if I could have raised such a huge 
amount in a short period of time.  

I have until today  kept silent and not spoken to the press about this matter because I have 
wanted the dispute to be decided through due process in a proper court of law. However I 
am issuing this public statement so that no one is under any illusion that my decision to 
call a halt to this action is in no way an admission that my claim was not valid and proper. 

There has been much speculation about my connection to the UK and whether I am a  
ʻlibel touristʼ  I am not a libel tourist though I currently reside in Qatar. My nationality is Irish 
but I have lived and worked in London for 8 years including doing freelance work for the 
BBC, ITV, and Associated Press TV News (1995 to 2003). I have carried out numerous 
camerawork assignments working alongside British soldiers, under NATO command, in 
various conflicts overseas.  One of my uncles fought and died whilst serving with the 
British Army in WW2. Another uncle also in the British Army and in the same war was a 
prisoner in Natzi Germany for 3 years.  My father served in the British Merchant Navy.  I 
hope this will put an end to the speculation that I am some kind of ʻlibel touristʼ. I am not. I 
may one day come back to work in London, where I still have many contacts and friends. 

I hope people will not see this as some kind of victory for any side - it is not. The court has 
made no ruling on the facts or given any judgment as to who is right and who is wrong.

Finally  I would just like to thank my solicitor Mr Sahota for helping me thus far and fighting 
my corner tirelessly to try  to vindicate my reputation.  Regrettably I have taken the decision 
to pull out due to a personal reason; and due to the huge advance costs to be paid into 
court that are being applied for by Mrs Kempʼs legal team. 

By:  Mr Kirby Kearns.


