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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
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 )  
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  )  
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  )   
 Defendants. )  
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I, Pamela Geller, make this declaration pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 based on my 

personal knowledge:    

1. I am an adult citizen of the United States and a resident of the State of New York. 

(See Am. Compl. at ¶ 1). 

2. I am the sole proprietor and writer for the Internet web log I named Atlas Shrugs 

(located at URL http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/atlas_shrugs/) (hereinafter referred to as 

“Atlas Shrugs” or “blog”).  (See Am. Compl. at ¶¶ 3, 14). 

3. The Rifqa Bary affair arises out of a worldwide firestorm that was on full display 

in the U.S. and international media for almost a year.  The story, as played out on the airwaves of 

Fox News, CNN, USA Today, the Washington Post, NBC, Arab News, and many other national 

and international news outlets, was of a young girl living with her parents and brother in Ohio, 

all immigrants from Sri Lanka.  During adolescence, Rifqa converted to Christianity secretly out 

of fear for what she was certain would be the deadly consequences of being discovered an 

apostate by her Muslim family and community.  Unfortunately, when Rifqa, an excellent honors 

student without any disciplinary issues, was 17-years old, her father discovered she was a 

Christian.  In a rage, according to Rifqa, her father threatened her life with an “honor killing” 

since she was now in his eyes and in the eyes of his community of sharia-adherent Muslims an 

apostate.  Soon thereafter, on or about July 9, 2009, Rifqa ran away from home only to find 

sanctuary with fellow Christian Evangelicals in Orlando, Florida.  See true and correct copies of 

a small sampling of local, national, and international news stories about the Rifqa Bary affair 

attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated by this reference. 
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4. Plaintiff’s Amended Complaint references throughout my extensive coverage of 

Rifqa’s story. See Am. Compl. at ¶ 3, 14-22.  One of my earliest blogs references a news video 

played on airwaves around the world, wherein Rifqa herself explains between sobs of fear that 

the punishment for apostasy among sharia-faithful Muslims like her father was death.  (A true 

and correct copy of the video, which is referenced in the early news coverage and which sparked 

the national and international news coverage, is available at my Atlas Shrugs blog at 

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/atlas_shrugs/2009/08/rifqa-bary-i-want-to-be-free.html.  

5. With the story becoming national overnight and indeed international, the State of 

Florida took custody of Rifqa and began hearings to determine jurisdiction.  See a true and 

correct copy of an Orlando Sentinel news story dated August 11, 2010, attached hereto as 

Exhibit B and incorporated by this reference. 

6. At the time the Rifqa Bary story broke in August 2009, I had written extensively 

on honor killings among Muslim communities in the U.S. and Canada.  Writing as a hardened 

advocate of religious freedom and women’s rights, I have long-documented with pictures the 

young girls and women murdered and mutilated in the name of sharia’s “honor” by fathers, 

husbands, and brothers, all of whom occupy the role of guardians for their female family 

members under Islamic law.  See Plaintiff’s reference to my blog’s advocacy work at Am. 

Compl. at ¶¶ 14, 22; see also a true and correct copy of an illustrative Atlas Shrugs blog entry 

attached hereto as Exhibit C and incorporated by this reference. 

7. My involvement in exposing the issue of honor killings of Muslim women here in 

the U.S. led me to found an organization called American Freedom Defense Initiative (“AFDI”), 

which has raised funds to put advertisements on city buses and taxi cabs throughout the U.S., 
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providing a hotline which in turn provides contacts for aid, shelter, and counseling for young 

girls trying desperately to escape this way of life, but with nowhere to turn.  See Plaintiff’s 

reference to my AFDI organization at Am. Compl. at ¶ 14.   

8. Under the auspices of the AFDI, I also began a nationwide educational effort 

called “Stop the Islamisation of America” (“SIOA”), whose purposes are not anti-Muslim or 

anti-Islam, but rather anti-shariah and anti-Islamist (i.e., the stated primary goal of Islamists and 

Islamist political groups is to establish sharia as the law of the land in any country where 

Muslims reside).  See Plaintiff’s reference to my work relating to SIOA at Am. Compl. at ¶ 14; 

see also a true and correct copy of my “Response to Office Action Trademark Application 

Refusal of Trademark Application No. 77/940879 [SIOA Trademark],” sans attachments, 

referenced at Amend. Compl. at ¶ 14, attached hereto as Exhibit D and incorporated by this 

reference. 

9. As a result of the media coverage and my own long-standing interest, I began to 

write on my blog extensively about the Rifqa Bary case and to do so with the impassioned, 

hardened, and strident advocacy for which I have become well known.  See Plaintiff’s reference 

to my extensive blog coverage of the Rifqa Bary affair and his description of my biased, agenda-

driven advocacy at Am. Compl. at ¶¶ 3, 14-22; see also true and correct copies of Atlas Shrugs 

blog entries specifically referenced in Plaintiff’s Amended Complaint attached hereto as Exhibit 

E (alleged defamatory blog entry referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶ 15), Exhibit F (blog entry 

relating to Rifqa’s access to Christmas cards and which copied juvenile court record from My 

Pet Jawa (“MPJ”) blog referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶¶ 16, 19), Exhibit G (the only blog entry 

where I live-blogged a court hearing relating to Rifqa referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶ 3), Exhibit 
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H (blog entry relating to Council on American-Islamic Relation’s (“CAIR”) connections to 

Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶ 18), Exhibit I (blog entry about 

this lawsuit referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶ 19), Exhibit J (blog entry relating to the public rally I 

helped to organize referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶ 21), Exhibit K (blog entry relating to my 

opinion that it is wrong that a 17-year old does not have the right to choose her own attorney in a 

juvenile hearing in Ohio referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶ 21), Exhibit L (blog entry relating to 

letter-writing campaign I promoted referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶ 21), and Exhibit M (blog entry 

relating to my broadside attack against Governor Strickland referenced at Am. Compl. at ¶ 22), 

all of which are incorporated by this reference; see also a true and correct copy of the New York 

Times 3700-word front page feature article I neither asked for nor wanted, which confirms that 

many others, including the Times’ writers, agree with Plaintiff (Am. Compl. at ¶ 22) that my 

blog is a “biased” advocacy opinion platform—politically correct or not—for my own fiercely 

argued views, attached hereto as Exhibit N and incorporated by this reference.   

10. At around the same time I first took an interest in Rifqa’s case, Plaintiff 

apparently decided that he must act and act publicly on this raging controversy, and more 

importantly, that he must do so by injecting himself into the public domain to affect the outcome 

of this crucial public issue, which involves nothing less than “justice and the rule of law.”  Thus, 

on September 6, 2009, the Columbus Dispatch published a viciously partisan op-ed authored by 

Plaintiff, appearing in both the print and online versions of the region’s largest newspaper.  See a 

true and correct copy of Plaintiff’s op-ed attached hereto as Exhibit O and incorporated by this 

reference.  This op-ed convinced me of two things: one, this was an extremely important public 

issue to be on Rifqa’s side even beyond Rifqa’s personal interest in religious liberty; and two, 
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Plaintiff was clearly a “player” in this raging public controversy, especially in Ohio, the real situs 

of this battle.  

11. Before this advocacy-laced op-ed appeared on the Internet, I had not heard of 

Plaintiff.  But it was clear to me now that whoever Omar Tarazi was, he inserted himself 

immediately and forcefully into the public debate, opining on what he considered to be the 

crucial public issues involved in this case: (i) deciding jurisdiction over child custody as between 

two states; (ii) publicly lobbying for the political involvement of the governor of Ohio; and (iii) 

making charges of “bigotry,” “hate,” and a cult-like sexual predation conducted in the name of 

Christianity. 

12. Given the enormous attention Rifqa’s case was drawing at the time and having 

written many op-eds myself for publication in mainstream newspapers, I understood that 

Plaintiff’s op-ed was likely one of many op-eds submitted for publication to the Columbus 

Dispatch on this case.  However, the fact that Plaintiff’s relatively long, accusatorial, and 

obviously biased op-ed was the one chosen by the paper led me to surmise that Plaintiff was 

considered by the Ohio media as a serious public figure and spokesman on this issue and not just 

some outlier with a marginal voice.   

13. Moreover, I was convinced at this time that Plaintiff was a biased player in this 

highly publicized controversy given his obviously partisan, public indictment of politicians and 

judges in Florida, along with his unbridled attack against the Christian group that provided 

sanctuary for Rifqa.  Although Plaintiff had written this very public and adversarial op-ed 

without disclosing who he was and why he decided to insert himself into this public controversy, 

I was determined to keep her eye out in the public fora to see where Plaintiff turned up next.   
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14. I did not have to wait long.  On or about October 13, 2009, the Florida court 

relinquished jurisdiction and ultimately ordered Rifqa to be turned over to Ohio State juvenile 

authorities.  The legal battle was now entirely within the purview of Ohio’s juvenile court.  

Almost immediately, stories began appearing online naming Omar Tarazi as Rifqa’s parents’ 

attorney.  As the news stories of the Ohio juvenile court hearings heated up, Plaintiff was quoted 

time and time again in the news reports on the hearings, which were open to both the public and 

the news media.  While Plaintiff coyly asserts the Ohio juvenile court issued a “gag order” 

preventing attorneys in the case from speaking directly to the media, nothing seemed to get in the 

way of Plaintiff having his position portrayed with intimate details, notably by one reporter in 

particular at the Columbus Dispatch.  See true and correct copies of every Columbus Dispatch 

article mentioning Rifqa Bary and Omar Tarazi in chronological order attached hereto as Exhibit 

P and incorporated by this reference.  

15. Moreover, Plaintiff did not merely insert himself into this public issue with force 

and adversarial fervor.  As news reports and governmental officials have informed the public 

over the past year, national security and law enforcement agencies have been bedeviled by the 

phenomenon of mainstream, college-bound / college-educated, and socially well-adjusted young 

immigrant Somali men picking up and returning to Africa to join the Somali terrorist group al-

Shabaab to engage in jihad against the infidels.  In addition to the flow of these young men 

overseas, officials were also concerned about the flow of money in the form of sharia-obligated 

support for jihad to terrorist groups in Africa.  Counterterrorism officials began clamping down 

on the conduits—the remittance companies that would set up accounts at banks and wire their 

clients’ funds overseas.  See a selection of true and correct copies of articles published about this 
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dilemma attached hereto as Exhibit Q and incorporated by this reference. 

16. News reports surfaced in October of 2009, naming Plaintiff as the attorney, 

lobbyist, and public advocate for the remittance companies and the Somali American Chamber 

of Commerce.  One such report quoting Plaintiff stated:  

Tarazi said there should be a balance between national security and humanitarian 
issues.  “How much of a threat is it that it will get into terrorist hands in Somalia?” 
he said.  “If you cut this out, it will push people into a more desperate situation.”  
And that could lead to more destabilization in a country that has been in chaos for 
nearly two decades. 

 
See a true and correct copy of the October story naming and quoting Plaintiff attached hereto as 

Exhibit R and incorporated by this reference.  I read this at the time and understood that Plaintiff 

was not merely a public advocate for “justice and the rule of law” and not just a public advocate 

for Rifqa’s parents in their dispute with their daughter, but also a spokesman for commercial 

interests seeking to promote financial remittances from U.S. resident Somalis to Somalis back 

home—interests that had national security implications  I also understood Plaintiff’s very public 

and controversial position on this important national security policy issue to be that the U.S. had 

a duty to allow some money to get through to Africa even if it lands in the hands of terrorists, 

because, if not, Somali would produce even more terrorists.  I viewed Plaintiff’s public position 

of “poverty as the cause of terrorism” suspiciously and once again found myself on the polar 

opposite position on this important policy issue, which, similar to the Rifqa Bary case, involved 

the intersection of two cultures—the Christian West and the Islamic Near East, West Asia, and 

Africa.  More importantly, I understood that I was at a grave disadvantage in this public debate 

because Plaintiff seemed to have easy access to major media outlets in Ohio.  My access to opine 

in the main stream media was almost non-existent given my reputation as an “extreme right-wing 
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activist blogger.”   

17. The statement at my blog, “The reason why this is germane is because it is being 

reported that Omar Tarazi perjured himself in recent court motions,” is based upon previous 

reporting by My Pet Jawa (aka PetJawaBlog aka The Jawa Report).  See a true and correct copy 

of The Jawa Report blog entry making this claim of perjury attached hereto as Exhibit S and 

incorporated by this reference.  (Plaintiff’s Amended Complaint explicitly cites to this My Pet 

Jawa blog entry at Am. Compl. at ¶ 13.)  In fact, the time-date stamp on my blog entry (at Ex. F) 

shows I published the entry at 1:05 PM on January 7, 2010.  The time-date stamp on the My Pet 

Jawa entry asserting Plaintiff perjured himself (at Ex. T) shows it was published at 11:10 AM on 

January 7, 2010. 

18. Among conservative bloggers focused on the terrorist threat, the PetJawaBlog is 

considered a very reliable investigative Web site.  See a true and correct copy of a recent story of 

an indicted terrorist covered in the New York Daily News that had in turn relied on the report first 

published at the My Pet Jawa blog attached hereto as Exhibit T and incorporated by this 

reference. 

19. It is common knowledge that, in this day and age, belonging to the pro bono 

“GITMO Bar” of Harvard-and Yale-educated lawyers working at top-flight white-shoe law firms 

and representing the most heinous of jihad terrorists is a badge of honor and one that has earned 

these attorneys accolades from conservatives and liberals alike.  See true and correct copies of an 

article where Attorney General Eric Holder calls these lawyers “patriots” and another article 

where political conservatives defend and praise the Justice Department lawyers who previously 

represented GITMO detainees attached hereto as Exhibit U and incorporated by this reference. 
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20. Plaintiff does not allege that the statements I made about the Noor Islamic 

Cultural Center (“NICC”) having connection to terrorists are false.  Indeed, my statements were 

based upon a well-researched court document filed by Rifqa Bary’s legal team in the Florida 

litigation, which was cited by Plaintiff at ¶ 3 of the Amended Complaint.  See a true and correct 

copy of the “Intelligence Memorandum” cited by Plaintiff attached hereto as Exhibit V and 

incorporated by this reference. 

 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is 

true and correct. 

   Executed this ____ day of November 2010. 

 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Pamela Geller 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on November __, 2010, a copy of the foregoing DECLARATION 

OF PAMELA GELLER in support of her Motion to Dismiss was filed electronically.  Notice of 

this filing will be sent to all parties for whom counsel has entered an appearance by operation of 

the Court’s electronic filing system.  Parties may access this filing through the Court’s system.  I 

further certify that a copy of the foregoing has been served by ordinary U.S. mail upon all parties 

for whom counsel has not yet entered an appearance electronically: Plaintiff Omar Tarazi, who is 

a licensed attorney in the State of Ohio, but apparently not registered for ECF. 

 

      /s/ Patrick Dunphy   
       Patrick Dunphy 

(Local Rule 83.4 Trial Attorney) 
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